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Philosophical truths in a country song

January 1998
Ray Price's rendition of "For the Good Times" poignantly tells of the pain of a married couple's parting, as they watch the bridges to their past burning. It also points out that in spite of all the sadness; "this old world will keep on turning."
Story has it that the author of that song wrote it the night his wife informed him she would be leaving him the next morning. From its sad pathos, comes the notion that at such a time, remembering the good times is what sustains and enables one to go on with life while in the midst of despair.
A friend had a theory as to why country songs are so often full of heartbreak, unrequited love, and sadness. He said that country music had its roots in Appalachia which was populated by Welsh and Scotch. People whose emotions tended toward melancholia and depression. That somber outlook upon life reflected in their folk-songs. 
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