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People I have known
September 1996
Fall and October and ripening persimmons hanging on bare branches bring back thoughts of 'possum and coon hunts on clear cold nights in Dallas County. It also reminds me of one of the memorable characters from back then.
Homer lived up on the hill from us and was always willing to help a neighbor in need. Homer was also an inveterate talker and that suited me just fine on those nights when I was a teen age kid and trooped along behind him through the creek bottoms, awaiting the cry of the dogs as they hit the trail of a coon or 'possum. Homer literally never stopped talking from the time we left home till we returned several hours later. He never seemed to mind it I didn't inject or contribute anything to his dissertations.
One night in particular, the dogs would let out a yelp from time to time. Each time. Homer's reaction was; "He's tapping the tree!" Now I never really understood what that meant, but assumed he believed the dog was about to announce that he had a raccoon up a tree, but needed to circle around and make sure before starting the continuous barking that told us it was time to come to where he was.
Only problem was, on this night the dog "tapped the tree" time after time through the night but never treed the coon. Later, I believed I had found the reason for the yelps when we came upon a neighbor's electric fence. The dogs had been running back and forth through the fence most of the night. Being a kid I kept my opinion to myself, lest I offend Homer and his knowledge of what made dogs bark and yelp while chasing around in the night.
We never caught very much, but that wasn't really the point of it all. Anyone who has ever trooped through the woods on a cold night with a pocket full of warm peanuts straight from the oven; when the dogs' voices were clear and the moon rising; when warm breaths turned icy in the beam of a carbide light. If you have. you will know what I mean.[image: image2.png]
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