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 Time, Black Holes, and Other Considerations

Rivers and Shores and other Demarcations

September 1996
Ever wonder why so many references to rivers and shores in religious poetry, songs, and prose. Especially when the theme is death and eternity and resurrection?

When I was growing up in Dallas county and when funerals were a part of our community's social fabric; when folks sat up with the dead all night before the burial; when everyone in the community came. Back then at every funeral they always sang, "In the sweet By and By, we shall meet on that beautiful shore." Maybe that explains why I cry every time I hear that song.


The gospel song books are full of such references. "There's a land beyond the river, that they call the Sweet Forever, and we only reach those shores by faith's decree."

Rivers have long been lines of demarcation between one land and another and provide a beautiful and simple analogy for crossing from one life to another. Not only that, in ancient times, rivers were the sustainers of life, providing water, food, and transportation. In a way, they could have been regarded as a symbolization of God, the sustainer of and provider for our lives.

Julius Caesar's immortal words, "We have crossed the Rubicon" have come to signify the crossing of a point beyond which there is no turning back. Looking back on my own life, there have been many "Rubicons" along the way. 
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